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ASPIRE Early Year Consultant Course
Course Director: Miss Kaji Sritharan
15 / 16 June 2026
The Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh, 
The Walker Building, 58 Oxford Street, Birmingham, B5 5NR


Programme
Day 1: Monday 15 June

0830-0900		Registration + Coffee

0900-0905		Introduction – Why are we here?
· Miss Kaji Sritharan, Consultant Vascular Surgeon & EYC Course Director

Job Planning & Career Development: Chair – Mr Andy Garnham		
0905-0935		Negotiating a Job Plan that works for you 
· Mr Marco Baroni, Consultant Vascular Surgeon, Honorary Secretary, VSGBI
0935-1005		Forging a Pathway in Education
· Mr Nandan Haldipur, Consultant Head of School of Surgery, Yorkshire & Humber
1005-1020		Discussion

1020-1040		Coffee Break

Culture: Chair - Mr Marcus Brooks
1040-1110		Sexual Harassment in Vascular Surgery – Leading Change 
· Miss Mei Nortley, Consultant Vascular Surgeon, Oxford 
1110-1140 		Vascular Society Reviews – Lessons Learnt
· Prof Chris Imray, Consultant Vascular Surgeon, Chairperson, Professional Standards Committee, VSGBI 
1140-1210	Managing Conflict within a Team
· Miss Kaji Sritharan, Consultant Vascular Surgeon & EYC Course Director
1210-1225		Discussion

1225-1310		LUNCH

Complaints & Complications: Chair - Miss Kaji Sritharan
1310-1340		Avoiding risk and GMC advice for new Consultants?
· Mr Iain Whittle, Head of GMC Midlands & East of England 
1340-1410		Why Clinical Negligence Complaints Arise and Mitigating your Risk
· TBC
1410-1425		Discussion 

Governance: Chair - Mr Marco Baroni
1425-1455	Forging a Pathway in Management
· Miss Rachel Bell, National GIRFT Lead for Vascular Surgery
1455-1525		NVR, NCIP & GIRFT - why is it important?
· Mr Colin Bicknell, Chair Audit & QI Committee, VSGBI
1525-1555	The NHS 10 Year Plan and What it Means for Vascular Surgery
· Mr Marcus Brooks, Consultant Vascular Surgeon, President-Elect VSGBI
1555-1615		Discussion

1615-1635		Coffee Break

The Emotional Burden of Practice: Chair - Mr Andy Garnham
1635 -1720	 Managing the Emotional Burden of Practice (Schwarz Round)
· Dr Hanlie Du Plessis, Consultant Anaesthetist & Certified Coach with Chris Imray, Rachel Bell & Colin Bicknell
1720-1730		Discussion & Close of Day 1
								

7PM: COURSE DINNER 
Ithaas Restaurant, 18 Fleet St, Birmingham B3 1JL
*****


Day 2: Tues 16 June
0800-0830		Registration + Coffee (Tutorial Room 4, Lower Ground Floor)

Coroners Court: Chair - Mr Andy Heeps	
0830-0930	Coroner’s Court – a Lawyer, Coroners & Doctor’s Perspective
· Mrs Teresa Hargreaves, Personal injury & Clinical Negligence Barrister, No5 Chambers, Birmingham 
· Ms Rachel Sam, Consultant Vascular Surgeon, Birmingham
0930-0950		Discussion	

0950-1010		Coffee Break

Your Consultant Career: Chair - Prof Dan Carradice
1010-1040	My Career as a Consultant – What I would do differently with the knowledge I have now
· Mr Keith Jones, Consultant Vascular Surgeon, President VSGBI
1040-1110		Private Practice – the good, the bad and the ugly
· Mr Prakash Saha, Consultant Vascular Surgeon, London
1110-1140		Neurodiversity – everyone’s problem
			-      Miss Daniele Kerr, Consultant Vascular Surgeon, Bradford
1140-1200	Discussion

1200-1240		LUNCH

NHS Finances: Chair - Mr Prakash Saha
1240-1340	How Money Flows in the NHS
- 	Mr Andy Heeps, Deputy Chief Executive at University Hospitals Sussex    
    	NHS Foundation Trust; Consultant Obstetrician 
1340-1420	Developing a Business Plan - making the case
· Prof Dan Carradice, Consultant Vascular Surgeon, Hull
1420-1440		Discussion

1440-1500		Coffee Break 

Driving Change: Chair - Mr Keith Jones
1500-1630	Making a Difference in the NHS 
· Ms Stella Vig, Consultant Vascular Surgeon & National Medical Director for Secondary Care and Quality 	
1630-1640		Close of Meeting


Faculty
1. Miss Kaji Sritharan, York
2. Mr Andy Garnham, Dudley
3. Mr Keith Jones, Frimley
4. Prof Chris Imray, Coventry
5. Mr Andy Heeps, Brighton
6. Prof Stella Vig, London
7. Mr Prakash Saha, London
8. Miss Mei Nortley, Oxford
9. Prof Dan Carradice, Hull
10. Dr Hanlie Du Plessis, Oxford
11. Miss Daniela Kerr, Bradford
12. Mr Iain Whittle, GMC
13. MDU - TBC
14. Mr Marco Baroni, York 
15. Miss Rachel Bell, Newcastle
16. Mr Nandan Haldipur, Sheffield
17. Mr Colin Bicknell, London
18. Mr Marcus Brooks, Bristol
19. Ms Rachel Sam, Birmingham
20. Mrs Teresa Hargreaves, No5 Chambers
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